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^PARIS, March 17 — Soviet 
nbassador Valerian Zorin 
Bd today that any reduction 
Jthe strength or “aggressive 
jaracter” of NATO would 
fob ably be matched by a 
nilar reduction in the War- 
Rw Pact alliance, NATO’s 
Jommunist bloc counterpart. 

Zorin, who spoke at a 
luncheon of the Diplomatic 
Press Association here, also 


gave what some reporter^ con- 
strued as an indication that 
Russia would be willing to 
sign a French-Soviet nonag- 
gression treaty. 

Asked what Soviet reaction 
would be if President de 
Gaulle proposed such a treaty 
during his visit to Moscow 
this June, Zorin replied: 

“Our attitude toward 
French-Soviet cooperation is 
well known. We are In favor 
of the broadest possible devel- 
opment of such cooperation. 
It goes without saying that we 
will support anything of this 
kind acceptable to France.” 

There have been many re- 
ports recently that de Gaulle 
is contemplating such a trea- 
ty, but official French sources 
are insisting that de Gaulle 
does not intend to sign any- 
thing with the Russians. 

Zorin said de Gaulle’s forth- 
coming visit was of “great im- 
portance,” but Washington 
Post Correspondent Waverley 
Root reported that he was 
cautious about what specific 
results the Soviet Union 
hopes or expects from the vis- 
it. 

Zorin also said that/ -to as- 
sure the security of Europe, 
“normalization” of relations 
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between all European states 
the same word the French are 
using — should be sought as 
soon as possible. He said that 
a coming together of the two 
Germanys was “necessary,” 
but he did not indicate how 
this should be accomplished. 

Zorin described NATO as 
an “offensive alliance,” and 
said that the Warsaw Pact 
was a direct response to it, 
defensive in character. 

Therefore, he said, it would 
be “normal” for the Warsaw 
Pact nations to react appropri- 
ately if NATO should reduce 
its “offensive capacity.” But 
he pointed out that all the 
members of the Pact would 
have to consult about any 
changes in its organization. 


